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to warrant a special milk train, the tank wagon may be attached to a fast
passenger train. When the milk reaches its destination, it is collected by
one of the large milk dealers, wholesale distributors, or by the smaller dairy-
man, who removes his quota to the dairy, bottles it, and delivers the product
to his customers. If the milk is consigned to a wholesaler, it may not have
reached the end of its travels at this stage. Large or small quantities may
be despatched to various suburban dairymen. Here the milk is often
transported in a manner which may exert an adverse effect upon the
final quality. While conditions under which the liquid is carried at the
present time are much better than was the case a few years ago, there is still
room for improvement in many directions, the main weakness being the
delays which may occur in collection from the farms.
It is essential that the transport service, whether by road or by rail,
should be highly efficient, should be carried out in a thoroughly hygienic
manner, and should be speedy. Generally speaking, road transport pre-
dominates for distances up to TOO miles from the depot, whilst over this
distance, milk is normally carried by rail. Milk may be transported by a
railway company in two ways, as follows :
(1)  At ordinary rate, in which case the railway company accept responsi-
bility for accidents or delay caused through their negligence.
(2)  At an exceptional owner's risk rate, when, no responsibility is accepted
by the carrying company unless such accident or delay as might occur is due to
the misconduct of any of the company's officials.
These charges include the return of the empty tanks.
Probably the greater quantity of milk carried by rail is conveyed at the
lower rate, and the methods of handling may leave much to be desired. The
railway companies are making satisfactory progress in their policy of assisting
the milk industry by improving transport conditions, but there is still room
for further betterment which the War seriously delayed. They often assert
that, from a financial point of view, milk traffic is not worthy of special
consideration, since, owing to increasing competition provided by road
transport and the fact that regular quantities cannot be guaranteed, a
special outlay on this type of traffic would not be warranted.
The transport of milk which, since 1943, has been the responsibility of
the Milk Marketing Board, is far from satisfactory in many cases, and much
remains to be done before the situation is improved. The factors which
affect transport are .
(1)  The time at which the milk is ready for collection.
(2)  The haulier failing to obey collecting instructions to the letter.
(3)  The milk not being delivered at the time the purchaser requires it.    The
cost of plant operation still carries on if no milk is available and a'constant
supply of milk must be maintained to keep it in operation.
Far too often, overnight's milk is kept late until the following day in small
churns which are pre-heated through being left unshaded in direct sun-
light. In particular, morning's milk is rarely adequately cooled, and the
churns in which it is contained often cause it to heat up more quickly than
it would in greater bulk. This is particularly the case where it is left for
hours by the roadside awaiting transport. On the other hand, if the milk
is not ready, the haulier should leave it to avoid delay to the supplies of
other producers.
These delays result in milk possessing poor keeping quality before it reaches
either collecting station or dairy and cause any tests made as to keeping quality